VARIETIES.
The Committee of Visitors of the Sussex Asylum have appointed Dr Lockliart Robertson, the Honorary Secretary to the Association of Medical Officers of Asylums and Hospitals for the Insane, to the Medical Superintendentship of the County Asylum, in course of erection at Hay ward's Heath.
Earl Grey on " Cramming."?In the course of a discussion in the House of Lords respecting competitive examinations for the Civil Service, Earl Grey said he believed that no care which could be taken?no caution which could be exercised on the part of those who were to administer this system?could prevent appointments in the Civil Service under open competition from becoming a reward for successful cramming. He believed it was impossible to devise an examination which should not be open to that objection. In the early stage of the system this was not felt. People were not prepared for the examination ; they did not quite understand it. The system of cramming grew by degrees. We were not, therefore, to judge from the results at present obtained as to what would be the effects of the system of cramming hereafter. Now, he was convinced that, with regard to the efficiency in after-life of those who were employed in the public service, there was no system so fatal as that of cramming. The memory was forced with knowledge which in itself was useless, at the expense of all the higher qualities of mind. Judgment and the powers of reflection were sacrificed, without developing those talents which were really wanted ; the brain was over-stimulated at an early age, and the memory over-loaded. Looking at the effect which might be produced, not merely upon the civil service, but upon the general education of the country?looking at the prospects of the rising generation, whether intended for the civil service or not?he was persuaded, that if the system of cramming were introduced into all our places of public education, owing to the competition which would arise who should get most of these prizes, the utmost mischief would be done.
Summer at Turin.?Turin enjoys one of the strangest climates yet discovered. For six months of the year you are congealed, rigid with rheumatism, crippled with chilblains, bleached by interminable frosts, and cut in two by keen blasts. Then come four months during which you are parched, roasted, blinded Avith dust, and devoured by fleas. There is plenty of water all round Turin?indeed, there is too much ; but the irrigation of the streets in summer is as imperfectly carried out as their cleansing from mud and snow in winter. The dust here is of a most ambitious description?it ascends to the third and fourth floors, and will not be denied admission. Occasionally, as a night or two ago, after a very sultry day, without a breath of air stirring, and when the town has been intolerably hot even to ten o'clock in the evening, the unfortunate who, courting the fresh breeze of morning, has gone to sleep with all his doors and windows open, is roused by a violent slamming of frames and shivering of glass, and opens his eyes in terror, but is instantly compelled to close them by a hurricane of dust. He makes sure of an earthquake, but finally discovers that it is merely a zephyr from the mountains, charitably sent to clear Turin of the lingering and stagnant odours of the previous day. Among the flea-producing cities, it would be unjust to refuse Turin a distinguished place. We have just passed the turn ; colds are out, dust and fleas are in. Everything in its season. The rapidity of the transition is rather startling. We have scarcely got rid of our last catarrh, and put away our furs in a recess, where we trust they will be respected by the Piedmontese moths, when we find ourselves longing for leave to go abroad in our shirt-sleeves, sighing for a punkah, dependent for existence upon ice (which, I need not say, after such a winter as we have had, is as plentiful in Turin as on the shores of Wenham), and faint from our exertions to defend ourselves from the too industrious and, oh ! too hungry pulci, which here abound. I am informed that it is labour lost to fight with them; there is nothing for it but to cultivate a thick skin and resignation. They have their vested rights, and will not be excluded. They parade the porticoes in battalions, occupy the best places in theatres and cafes, and are by no means averse to carriage exercise. Servants indulgently smile when you urge efforts for their extermination, and it is to be feared they will continue bitingly to maintain their position at bed and board until the lower orders of Kino-Victor Emmanuel's subjects shall learn to attach more importance to that virtue which Spaniards nicely designate by the word " curiosidad.' ? Times' Correspondent.
A Slaveholders' Organ in London.
Under the title of The London Cotton Plant, a weekly journal has been started in the metropolis, which thus boldly states its aims and opinions in its prospectus An American journal published in London, devoted to American interests and the discussion of those questions which relate to American society, has been long felt as a want in Europe. The cotton interests will of course receive especial attention, and be, so to speak, the speciality of this journal. The question of negro labour, in its relation to tropical civilisation and the necessities oi European industry, will be investigated from that point of view upon which rests the labour system of Brazil and the Southern States of America. Conscious of the strength and truth of our principles, we are quite prepared to subject them to the severe test of European discussion, and to oppose, upon the broa groun o civilisation and humanity, the Free-Negro theory of Wilberforce, Brougham, and Clarkson. Avowing our utter detestation of ' slavery' in any form whatever, we hold that negro servitude to the white man is not human slavery, but the normal condition of the inferior race, and his natural relation in life. Be hold that the negro is an inferior and specifically different man, and can only be Christianised and civilised through daily contact with the superior race; that he must of necessity, by an organised system of labour, take a sei -sus aining pai m 11s own progress and improvement, and is utterly incapable as now constituted, of self-government, self-Christianity, or self-civilisation. _ n w s la ring to the illustration of this philosophy the evidences of science and the clear deduction of well-fortified reason; we trust to maintain the argument with dignity and decorum, and a just regard for the prejui ices an ee ings o o leis.
The ? Swill Milk System" of New York.?When the filth and general abominations of New York are witnessed, one is not surprised at any amount of mortality ; the wonder is, that any of the inhabitants remain alive One of the most frightful disclosures ever made has recently een effected by Leslie, the publisher of an illustrated newspaper, who has thrown the whole reading, and still more the eating and drinking, public into an agony of dread and loathing by his expos'e of what is now known as the Swill Milk system." It appears that in various parts of New York, an its suburb Brooklyn, there exist extensive distilleries, annexed to which are cow-stables, containing sometimes as many as 1500 to 2000 animals, which are fed entirely on the refuse and boiling hot liquid known as "distillers swill.' The cows, confined in narrow and filthy stalls, and constantly supplied with the steaming fluid, give extraordinary quantities of milk, which is, as may well be supposed, an article absolutely poisonous. Such are the ill effects of the confinement and diet on the cowsi that they rapidly lose their teeth, hair, and tails ; their lungs disappear, the body becomes covered with festering sores. But it is not necessary to repeat the disgusting details. Suffice it to say that the milk from these corrupt sources has been for years drunk daily, by the hogshead, in New York, and has annually carried off thousands of infants to whom it has been supplied in place of the wholesome nutriment provided by nature for their sustenance. The average rate of infant mortality in New York is nearly 14 per cent, higher than in London ; and although a number of distinguished physicians have for years pointed out this impure milk as the cause, no steps have been taken to check the evil, until the subject was popularised the other day in the journal 288 PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. alluded to, by means of a series of horrifying but truthful engravings.?New York Correspondent of Morning Post.
Bleaching and Dyeing Works.?The Select (Committee appointed to inquire into the circumstances connected with the employment of women and children in the bleaching and dyeing establishments of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and to consider how far it may be necessary or expedient to extend to those establishments provisions regulating such employment, have made the following report to the House of Commons:?" The Committee, after fully weighing the evidence laid before them, concur in thinking that the circumstances connected with the employment of women and children in bleaching and dyeing establishments are deserving of consideration, and that the grievances alleged are in part susceptible of remedy. The Committee, however, are of opinion that the labour of women and children in bleaching, dyeing, finishing, making up, and packing work should not be restricted by legislative enactment, for the following reasons :?1. That great dissimilarity exists between the case of factories and bleachworks. The spinner, dealing with his own material, has means of insuring regular employment, which the bleacher, receiving only the property of others, does not possess in the same degree. 2. That the operatives are not employed in bleachworks during the whole of the time they are on the premises, as is invariably the case in factories, periods of interruption being inevitable from the nature of the employment. 3. That the nature of the occupation of women and children in bleachworks is, with some exceptions, healthy, light, and cleanly, and is preferred by them to that in factories, though the latter is restricted by law. 4. That although objections arise to calendering, making up, and packing departments, and to the high temperature in the stoves and finishing department, where women and young persons and children are principally employed in connection with bleaching and dyeing works, yet, as finishing, calendering, making up, and packing are frequently carried on in warehouses, any restrictions placed on the former should in fairness be applied to the latter, a measure which the Committee are not prepared to recommend. 5. That linen bleaching, which is chiefly carried on in the north of Ireland and the east of Scotland, is a very healthy occupation, conducted very much in the open air, and materially influenced by the seasons; that consequently, under favourable circumstances, the operatives occasionally work extra hours ; but that, on the other hand, in time of frost, mid-winter, and when water is scarce, they often do not work ten hours a-day ; but as, in conformity with the wishes of the working people and many of the masters, the hours of work for young persons, females, and children have been of late reduced, in many instances by voluntary arrangement, the Committee earnestly recommend the bleachers and dyers of the United Kingdom to consider whether such arrangements might not be more generally adopted, to the advantage of all parties concerned, in the various processes of their business."
